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REFUELING 
 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the  
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what  

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.   Romans 12:2 
 

Can you imagine driving your car, day after day, until you finally run out of fuel?  As you roll to a stop 
at the side of the road, you say to yourself, “Well, I’m here.  This is my final destination.”  Is that really 
the best plan?  Surely you will put more fuel in your tank so you can keep going, choosing your own 
destination.  If the gas tank is empty, fill it.  Are you hungry?  Eat.  Are you out of breath?  Breathe.  
Do you need new ideas?  Insights?  Inspiration?  Read! 
 

The printed page offers so much.  As your pastor I am constantly looking for ways to illustrate the 
teaching of the Bible as it meets modern life.  By reading I am able to examine and contemplate 
many lives, many situations, and many points of view.  I am watching for those places where human 
nature and Godly wisdom are at odds.  I watch for stories of human beings pulled close to God, truly 
living the Gospel message.  We are called to live lives “worthy of the calling you have received.”  
Without looking carefully at ourselves, we may never know to what calling we respond. 
 

Here are some books I am reading now: 
 

Walking the Bible: A Journey by Land Through the Five Books of Moses by Bruce Feiler 
The author “began to feel a certain pull from the landscape” of the lands of the Bible.  His pilgrimage 
combines the latest Bible archaeology with the insights of a man as he wrestles with his own faith. 
 

How to Write a Sentence: And How to Read One by Stanley Fish 
I want to become a better writer and a better speaker. This book looks deeply at the way sentences form 
and convey ideas.  
 

Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder 
Dr. Paul Farmer shows how one person can work wonders. In this true story, a gifted man who loves 
the world sets out to do all he can to cure it.  Farmer's conduct is offered as a "road map to decency" 
as he battles inequality by providing medical services to the desperately poor in Haiti.  
 

Questions God Asks Us by Trevor Hudson 
Perhaps God speaks best as we are drawn into conversation by God’s questions.  This book pre-
sents 10 important Old and New Testament questions, and is the source material for the current ser-
mon series at New Hope. 
 

Reading changes your life.  Someone asks, “What’s new?”, and because you’re reading Into Thin Air, 
you tell them “I am camped on the side of Mt. Everest.  It is 60 degrees below zero.  I am waiting for 
the first hint of daylight to begin the final push to the summit…” Grow.  Imagine.  Experience.  Read! 
 

Imagining! 
Pastor Dan 



Information Deadline: February 16, 2012 

ONGOING MINISTRIES TO THOSE IN NEED: 
NEW BEGINNINGS: Provide furniture and household items for those starting over. Donate used house-

hold items.  Designate offerings “New Beginnings.” 

RACAP: Food bank and other assistance for local families – Give to communion offering & food drives.  

      
 

 
February 6th @ 6:30pm 

Pastor’s Bible Study “James” 
 

February 11th @ 7:00am 
1976 TRASH PICKUP 

 

February 11th @ 8:00am 
UMM Breakfast 

 

February 12th A/C 
Administrative Council 

Planning Session w/Lunch 
 

February 13th @ 6:30 pm 
Pastor’s Bible Study 

 

February 14th 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 

 

February 18th  
Cub Scouts Blue & Gold  

Banquet 
Troop 239—Camping @  

Enchanted Rock State Park 
 

February 19th A/C 
POTLUCK Fellowship 

 
 

Today’s the day; put your soup 
on the table!  After the service, 
we will see who wins New 
Hope’s Souper Bowl.  Last 
year it was the Packers, and 
Belva and Linda wore their 
shirts proudly.  Let me see? 
Should I vote for the Giants or 
the Patriots, Hmmmm? Thank 
you, Barb Ritson, for the lovely 
RACAP table setting. 

Troop 239 is inviting you to 
join them as they joyfully pick 
up trash along FM 1946 on 
Saturday, February 11th, @ 
7:00am. 

CONVERSE BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT 
All churches in the Converse Community are being 
asked to share in the beautification of the City of 
Converse.  The first item on the agenda is the Police 
Department Landscaping Project.  There will be a 
general workday scheduled in March.  Whether you 
are an experienced landscaper or not, there will be a 
job suited to you.  Watch for further information.   


